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“When I watch children easily manipulating  complicated electronics that  confound 
me, I recall the simple amusements that entertained me, such as bike rides, 
 gardening, berry picking and natural science collections.

“Children and adults alike have been deprived of so many of these  experiences in 
the twenty-first  century. Life has dimmed the memories of  rustlings in the woods, the 
 bubbling of a stream, the beauty of autumn and the rebirth of spring and spirit.

“Blandford Nature Center’s mission is to educate, engage and empower the 
 community to  become stewards of the  natural world that sustains all of us. This 
 campaign is an  essential and much-needed next step towards fulfilling that mission.”

Peter M. Wege, In Memoriam

“Future  generations will be the ones to take 
care of the planet. Let’s get them outside!”
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Laurie Gardner

“My family and I have all been involved with 
 Blandford Nature Center for 40 years. We have 
 volunteered, participated in events, and simply 
 enjoyed the outdoor experience in the city.

“Blandford’s beautiful and complex ecosystem 
has  allowed thousands of people to learn, engage, 
 explore, enjoy and value nature’s endless wonders.  
I am excited to see Blandford growing stronger, and 
to see interest in their programs growing so fast.  
It is both a privilege and a responsibility to  
preserve such a beloved asset for this generation  
and the next.”

Terri McCarthy

“The Wege Foundation enthusiastically  supports 
the work of Blandford Nature Center. Peter Wege 
 believed that some of the most important  classroom 
lessons could be found outdoors. He said we need  
to get kids outside while they are little enough to 
learn the valuable lessons that  nature has to  
teach us. Every child learns  differently. When 
they are  exposed to a variety of experiences, they 
 comprehend how much we  depend on nature as  
our life support system.”

Karen O’Donovan

“As a teacher, I found that my students learned 
best when they could experience, experiment and 
explore. Blandford Nature Center allows us all to dig 
into nature, and discover for ourselves the  important 
role we play in caring for our environment.

“Many children only know their urban environments. 
Getting kids out in nature, allowing them to explore, 
get dirty, and learn about nature in ways that  engage 
all their senses, can foster a true bond with the 
natural world. I am committed to this campaign 
because Blandford keeps nature accessible to  
our community.”
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Fresh.

Natural.

Unspoiled.

For Everyone.

Let’s Go Outside
Michigan residents love and appreciate the beauty of our outdoor  surroundings 
in every season. Whether we’re throwing open the windows or throwing on 
winter coats and boots, many of us crave the fresh air and inspiration that can 
only be found outdoors.

The challenge for many people is, “Where can I go to have that fresh, 
 unspoiled, natural experience?” You certainly can’t get it in many urban 
neighborhoods or apartment complexes.

Who Visits Blandford?
More than 50,000 visitors enjoy Blandford’s 143 acres of  unspoiled beauty all 
year long.

• Class trips. Ask former Grand Rapids area students about  Blandford, and 
their eyes will light up as they fondly recall “the best class trip ever!” 
 Education is fun for the 10,000 students who  annually walk the trails, 
get  up-close with animals, and see things growing everywhere they look. 
 Blandford inspires children who otherwise might not be exposed to  natural 
science to look, learn and ask “why?”

• Outdoor adventures. People come to walk the four miles of natural  woodland 
trails, buy fresh, locally-grown food from the farm, and enjoy unique 
 opportunities such as snowshoeing on candlelit trails or making maple 
 syrup. Families roam Blandford together, building a cherished bank of 
 memories that will last a lifetime.

Blandford Nature 

Center makes the 

 beauty accessible 

for everyone

to enjoy.
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ENJOy:
experience 
pleasure

APPRECIATE:
value highly

UNDERSTAND:
grasp the significance

CONSERVE:
protect and 
maintain

A Legacy of First-Time Memories
Blandford creates a legacy of first-time memories. This is where people  escape 
their wired-in world to become educated about and engaged with  nature.

• It’s where many children first learn that vegetables grow in the ground.
• It’s where adventurous adults might first don snowshoes and traipse the 

trails in winter.
• It’s where many of us see natural diversity in species and plants for the 

first time.
• It’s where many children get outdoors for the first time to learn about 

science and nature.

But perhaps the most significant thing that happens at Blandford is that 
 people are empowered to move along a stewardship continuum.

Blandford 

is the key 

that unlocks 

a  passion 

to care for 

 nature’s 

 fragile  beauty. 
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First they come and just enjoy the beauty and wonder, but then they develop 
love for their special place and want to give back. This is especially important 
for children, many of whom would not experience or connect to the natural 
world if it wasn’t for Blandford



It’s Time to  
Keep Growing
The hard work that Blandford Nature Center has done around programs, 
maintenance and management is paying off. We welcome more than 
50,000 visitors to the Center each year. Now there is a supply and 
 demand problem.

• We do not have enough staff to meet the demand for education 
and outreach, especially among young students.

• Right now, Blandford can only handle two student groups at one 
time. During the busy season, we are forced to turn groups away 
because we don’t have enough capacity.

• We need to expand and update some of the aging physical 
 structures on the property. Although it is a place for people to 
enjoy the outdoors, there still is a need for restrooms, assembly 
space, learning facilities, administrative space, and a need to 
 welcome people with disabilities.

• Even with more than 12,000 volunteer hours donated each year, 
there is more work than can be accomplished by the human 
 resources available.

Quick Stats
• 143 acres to maintain
• Visitor Center built in 

1968
• 50,000 visitors 

 annually
• 10,000 class trip 

 attendees annually
• 12,000 volunteer 

hours each year

6



The Campaign
Blandford was born in 1964. We have matured and expanded over the  
last 50 years. Now it’s time for us to grow up a bit more.

The $10.3 million “Growing Up Blandford” campaign will accomplish several 
 important goals for this community treasure:

• triple our capacity for student visits through class trips
• build a new Visitor Center that is welcoming for people with disabilities
• create a unique event venue to complement regional economic development
• diversify revenue sources, making Blandford less dependent on 

 unpredictable grant funding

New Visitor Center

We have a pressing need for a new Visitor Center to facilitate smooth  
welcoming of multiple groups. It will provide:

• a flexible 300-seat auditorium for student visits.
• accessible design, including restrooms.
• prominent space for our “wildlife ambassadors,” the engaging   

animals we care for who can’t be returned to the wild.
• potential rental income through weddings, corporate retreats,  

speakers and other events.
• new construction that adheres to LEED® certification guidelines.

Front elevation of  
new Visitor Center
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Indoor/Outdoor Pavilion

In the spirit of environmental stewardship, the existing Visitor Center will  
be transformed into an indoor/outdoor pavilion from which organized events 
can begin.

We intend for this to be a “keep your coats on while we brief you” space that 
will make for smoother traffic flow and more time spent on actual outdoor 
learning. It will also give us more space to expand our engaging programming.

Endowment

Blandford inspires people to love nature and the land around them, and to get
involved in creating quality of life through natural spaces. The  endowment
resources will stabilize Blandford’s income, and allow us to focus greater
energy on delivering the three things that we are uniquely qualified to provide:

• easy, equitable access to a natural, bio-diverse area within the city of 
Grand Rapids

• care of the land on behalf of the city so that visitors can enjoy it, and 
so that the natural species can thrive in it without being overrun

• educating and inspiring people of all ages to become caretakers of the 
land, both at Blandford and in their own neighborhoods
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Project Budget

Visitor Center* $ 2,995,000
Pavilion Renovation $ 135,000
Endowment $ 7,000,000
Campaign Costs $ 170,000
Project Total $ 10,300,000
* includes LEED® certification

Sources of Revenue

Wege Foundation Lead Gift $ 1,700,000
Mary Jane Dockeray Lead Gift $ 1,600,000
Community Philanthropy $ 7,000,000
Total $ 10,300,000
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Gifts To Inspire Others
Blandford Nature Center has received steadfast, committed support 
from many people in this community. Two significant lead gifts have 
already been given by lifelong supporters.

Peter M. Wege gave a tremendous gift through the Wege Foundation 
to jump-start the endowment fund. Endowment giving was  deeply 
 personal for Mr. Wege. He believed in bestowing lead gifts that would 
inspire others to support organizations he loved. In this way, he  created 
 community momentum around important causes. His gift to Blandford 
is a tangible, lasting reminder of his love for the  environment and his 
dedication to this community.

Mary Jane Dockeray had the vision and passion to start Blandford  Nature 
Center in 1964. Her steadfast commitment to the organization and 
to its financial health has never wavered. She, too, has pledged a very 
significant estate gift to encourage other donors and once again express 
her deep love for Blandford.

One-Time Gifts
Contributions to the campaign can be made in the form of a one-time
gift of cash, or a gift of appreciated assets such as stock or securities. 
For your convenience, pledges may be payable over a three-year period.

Planned Giving
Join the Circle of Stewards Society with a gift to this project through 
an estate, will, or trust. Other planned giving options are also available. 
Please contact us if you would like to discuss a legacy gift.

Commemorative Opportunities
We invite you to honor friends, family, the memory of a loved one, 
or a business through a commemorative gift. We will work with you 
to  determine the appropriate vehicle for permanent recognition of 
 substantial gifts.

Blandford Nature  Center is an IRS-recognized 501(c)(3) tax-exempt  nonprofit charitable  organization. 
Your gift may be tax deductible under the law.If you have questions  

or would like more 

 information, please  

contact Jason Meyer:  

jason@blandford

naturecenter.org or  

(616) 735-6240 ext. 12

10



“If you can’t name it you won’t care about it.
But when you know it and can name it,
you will care about it. Then you will save it.”

Dr. Dan Janzen
University of Pennsylvania biologist



1715 Hillburn Ave NW
Grand Rapids MI 49504

616.735.6240

www.blandfordnaturecenter.org
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